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On behalf of the Japanese National Commission for UNESCO, let me convey
Congratulations on the holding of the Building Friendship through Music 2008
Concert.

UNESCO has promoted Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) both to
deal with the difficult challenges we face today such as environmental problems,
and to nurture people who will shoulder a sustainable future. By encouraging
comprehensive approaches in various fields such as international understanding
education and environmental education, ESD places importance on the perspective
of fostering individuals who can respect the idea that each person lives amidst
relationships with other people, society and the natural environment — individuals
who can esteem connections and relations.

I hope that mutual understanding will be deepened through this evening’s
performance by Maestro Myung-Whun Chung and his music friends from around
the world, and that this concert will provide a precious opportunity to cultivate those
who will shoulder a sustainable society.
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